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FROM PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION 

Dear F e l l o w  M i n i s t e r s :  

Gree t ings  t h i s  t i m e  from r a i n y  Pasadena! W e  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  have 
c o l d  b u t  ve ry  clear weather  f o r  which w e  are  a l l  t h a n k f u l .  A l s o ,  w e  are 
m o s t  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  t h e  receiver i s  gone. Now w e  can g e t  back t o  t h e  
bus iness  of  doing God's Work w i t 6 u t  t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n s  t h i s  r e c e n t  l e g a l  
f u r o r  and r e c e i v e r s h i p  have caused.  

M r .  Armstrong i s  f i n e  and i s  looking  forward t o  s e e i n g  t h e  area 
c o o r d i n a t o r s  t h i s  Wednesday. They are now a r r i v i n g ,  and Burk M c N a i r  and 
I w e r e  a b l e  t o  have a f i n e  lunch w i t h  E l b e r t  A t l a s .  A r r i v i n g  back a t  
campus, w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  g r e e t  Tony Hammer, Guy Enge lba r t  and C a r l  M c N a i r  
who had a lso j u s t  a r r i v e d  f o r  ou r  confe rences  which beg in  t o m o r r o w  
morning and con t inue  through Thursday a f t e rnoon .  

M r .  Leroy Neff i s  now i n s t a l l e d  i n  an o f f i c e ,  and w e  a r e  p l e a s e d  
t o  have him on o u r  t ' t e a m "  h e r e  a t  he-adquarters .  I know he w i l l  make a 
f i n e  headquar t e r s  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  and he i s  r e s p e c t e d  by a l l  of  t h e  
o l d e r  members who have known him f o r  so many y e a r s .  

Vince Szymkowiak l e f t  j u s t  a few days ago f o r  Joplin--my o l d  hometown-- 
t o  r e p l a c e  Don Mason who i s  moving t o  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  i n  Tulsa .  I c e r t a i n l y  
wish them bo th  w e l l  i n  t h e i r  new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and hope t o  see them 
again soon. 

W e  are now moving ahead w i t h  p l a n s  f o r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  campaigns i n  
c h i e f  c i t i e s  t h i s  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer! W e  w i l l  p l a n  t o  run t h e  f u l l -  
page ads  g i v i n g  o u r  s i d e  of t h e  s t o r y  of t h i s  r e c e n t  a t t a c k  and i n c l u d e  
a mention of c a m s g n s  i n  t h e s e  a d s ,  as w e l l  as running  smaller s p e c i a l  
a d s  b e s i d e s ,  announcing t h e  campaigns w i t h  t i m e s  and places. S ince  w e  
are g e t t i n g  more media a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  anyway, w e  hope t o  use  t h i s  
t o  t h e  advantage o f  God's Work t o  get o u t  t h e  qospe l .  So p l e a s e  PRAY 
f o r  God's guidance on o u r  e f f o r t s  and f o r  t h e  success  of t h e s e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  
campaigns! 

-- - 

M r .  Rader,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  is a l l  f o r  these campaigns and is f r e e i n g  
up money from t h e  media budget f o r  t h i s  purpose.  

Speaking of budgetary matters, perhaps i t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  some 
of you t o  e x p l a i n  how t h e  income i s  up and y e t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a cash 
crisis?!? Th i s  i s  t r u l y  t h e  case, f e l l o w s ,  because of f a c t o r s  which a r e  
q u i t e  real .  F i r s t ,  t h i s  t i m e  of y e a r  i s  normally below p a r  f o r  income. 
So w e  normally borrow an extra $1 m i l l i o n  or  so and t h e n  pay it back a f t e r  
t h e  s p r i n g  ho ly  day o f f e r i n g s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a s  you may have r e a d ,  a 
loan  f o r  $1.3 m i l l i o n  w a s  c a l l e d  by United C a l i f o r n i a  Bank t h e  minute 
they  hea rd  about  t h e  " r e c e i v e r s h i p .  And, t h e  receiver himself  s p e n t  
about  $1 .6  m i l l i o n  paying o f f  t h e  a u t o  l i n e  (paying  for t h e  l e a s e  c a r s  
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f o r  t h e  whole y e a r )  and  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l i n e  i n  t h e  same way. We would 
have spaced  t h i s  o u t  o v e r  a t  l e a s t  a y e a r .  So when you add up  these 
f i g u r e s  p l u s  many thousands  e x t r a  f o r  o u r  l e g a l  fees and o t h e r  emerqency 
expenses  d u r i n g  this crisis, you comp up w i t h  n m i n i m u m  o f  $ 3  m i  1 l i o n  
p l u s  t h e  $1 m i l l i o n  wc w C r r  n o t  , ~ b I r  t v  h o i - r t > w  ,it t I I i q  t i n i r T  ~ C I , I I  

because  o u r  c r e d i t  w a s  wi thdrawn d u e  t o  t h e  rcc : c iv t . t  :1111p. 

_c_ 

T h e r e f o r e ,  o u r  working  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  2% months of 1 9 7 9  h a s  
been d e p l e t e d  by a t  l e a s t  $4 m i l l i o n !  Y e t ,  it i s  a temporary  c a s h  c r i s i s  
s i n c e  w e  do n o t  have  t o  pay-back t h e  l o a n s ,  w e  w i l l  be p a y i n g  o f f  much 
less i n  lease car and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  expenses  s i n c e  m o s t  of t h i s  i s  now 
p r e p a i d ,  and o u r  normal  income s h o u l d  b e  r i s i n g  t h r o g h o u t  t h e  s p r i n g  
h o l y  days .  

A c t u a l l y ,  w e  are h a v i n g  a s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  i n  m a i l  income f o r  t h e  Work 
o v e r  l a s t  y e a r - - f o r  which w e  are very t h a n k f u l .  And i f  a l l  o f  u s  l o y a l l y  
r a l l y  to the c a u s e  and  c a u s e  t h o s e  members who are " s i t t i n g  on t h e i r  
hands"  r e g a r d i n g  t i t h e s  and  o f f e r i n g s  t o  become p o s i t i v e l y  t u r n e d  o n  
a g a i n ,  t h e  income w i l l  t a k e  a s p u r t  forward!  So I hope t h e  above 
e x p l a n a t i o n  does h e l p  many of you who have  been  "conce rned"  a b o u t  t h e s e  
matters and  have  wondered i f  w e  are t r y i n g  t o  l a y  o f f  men b e c a u s e  t h i n g s  
are "shaky"  o u t  h e r e  and  t h i s  t y p e  of t h i n g .  T h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  problem 
a t  a l l .  There  i s  a temporary  c a s h  f low c r i s i s ,  and w e  do need  t o  b e  care- 
f u l  f o r  t h e  n e x t f e w  months.  B u t ,  a l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  of G o d ' s  
Church wor ldwide  are r e s p o n d i n g  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  and  t h e  Church of G o d - -  
under  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t - - i s  s o l i d  a s  a rock !  - - -  

So l e t ' s  a l l  rea l ize  t h i s  more t h a n  e v e r  and  encourage  o u r  b r e t h r e n  
t o  r a l l y  b e h i n d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and h i s  f a i t h f u l  human 
s e r v a n t  M r .  Armstrong.  And l e t ' s  a l l  t r y  n o t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  e v e r y  n e g a t i v e  
rumor t h a t  i s  thrown up i n  t h e  a i r  r e p e a t e d l y  by d i s s i d e n t s  e v e r y  few 
d a y s ,  it seems. 

M r .  Armstrong h a s  approved  t h e  idea of M r s .  Luker  c o o r d i n a t i n q  t h e  
i n p u t  and  i d e a s  t o  h e l p  o u r  m i n i s t e r i a l  w i v e s  have  a greater p a r t  i n  
--and reward from--the m i n i s t r y .  I w a s  able t o  have  a t a l k  w i t h  L e e  Ann 
and  t h r e e  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s - - i n c l u d i n g  Denny, o f  c o u r s e ,  and  g e t  t h e i r  i n -  
p u t  a b o u t  t h i s  r e c e n t l y ,  L e e  Ann and some o f  t h e  sabSatica1 m i n i s t e r s '  
wives have  some v e r y  f i n e  i deas ,  and  w e  w i l l  be g e t t i n g  t h e s e  o u t  t o  you 
soon.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I hope t h a t  many of  you wives i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i l l  
s e n d  i n  t o  u s  h e r e  a t  P . A . D .  y o u r  comments and s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  
program, and  w e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  p a s s  them a l o n g .  

F i n a l l y ,  fe l lows ,  l e t ' s  a l l  r e a l l y  g e t  close t o  o u r  God as w e  
approach  t h e  Passover. W e  w i l l  a l l  soon  be l o o k i n g  so lemnly  a t  t h a t  
b r e a d  which w a s  b roken  t o  symbol i ze  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  can  be h e a l e d  
th rough  J e s u s '  s t r i p e s ;  and  a t  t h a t  wine p i c t u r i n g  t h e  a g o n i z i n g  d e a t h  
t h a t  had  t o  o c c u r  t o  pay  f o r  o u r  s ins - -even  w e  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  S o  w e  
must b e  s u r e  t o  s t u d y  and  meditate  on  t h e  meaning o f  t h i s  upcoming 
Passove r .  L e t ' s  p r a y  f e r v e n t l y  t h a t  God w i l l  h e l p  a l l  of u s  t o  s u r r e n d e r  
o u r s e l v e s  more c o m p l e t e l y  t o  him t h a t  he  might  p o u r  o u t  upon u s  h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  power and  b l e s s i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  ever b e f o r e  i n  t h i s  age. 

- 

-- -- 
- 

- 

God be w i t h  you as  you y i e l d  t o  H i m .  With C h r i s t i a n  l o v e ,  
c 

Roder ick  C .  Mered i th  
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CLARIFICATION OF PASSOVER PRACTICES AND EXPLANATIONS 

Several have asked f o r  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  o u r  Passover  p r a c t i c e s  and 
e x p l a n a t i o n s .  Some have wondered about  a s tudy  paper  on "The Passover  
i n  t h e  B i b l e  and t h e  Church Today, 'I a s  w e l l  as G T A ' s  comments on t h e  
s u b j e c t  i n  h i s  book The R e a l  J e s u s .  

Please understand t h a t  n e i t h e r  of t h e  above w r i t i n g s  c o n s t i t u t e  o f f i c i a l  
Church d o c t r i n e  o r  p r a c t i c e .  Any v a r i a t i o n  of d o c t r i n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  
con ta ined  i n  them h a s  n o t  been approved by M r .  Herbert  W. Armstrong. 
Consequently,  t h e r e  i s  no o f f i c i a l  change of  p r a c t i c e  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h i s  
y e a r  f o r  any p a r t  of  t h e  Passover  observance o r  s t o r y .  

While t h e r e  are a number of q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  need e v e n t u a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  
w e  have been so  busy w i t h  o t h e r  t h i n g s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  of  t r i a l  and 
trauma t h a t  w e  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  make a s t u d y  of  t h e s e  d e t a i l s  and 
p r e s e n t  them t o  M r .  Armstrong f o r  approval .  Hopeful ly  w e  w i l l  be a b l e  
t o  g e t  t o  t h e s e  matters b e f o r e  Passover  of n e x t  y e a r .  

However, there should  be no  confus ion  i-tjout t h e  d a t e  of t h e  Passover .  
W e  s t i l l  observe  i t  on t h e  evening of t h e  1 4 t h  of Nisan (which f a l l s  t h i s  
y e a r  on Tuesday, A p r i l  1 0 t h ) .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e  above sources  r a i s e d  any 
i s s u e s  t h a t  would change t h e  Church's Passover  observance from t h e  eve 
of  Nisan 1 4  t o  some o t h e r  d a t e .  Therefore ,  t h e r e  should  be no q u e s t i o n  
about  when t o  keep t h i s  service. 

--Wilbur A.  Berg,  P a s t o r a l  Admin i s t r a t ion  Dept. 

"NEWS SUMMARY" TO GET NEWS OF THE WORK OUT FASTER TO BRETHREN 

A new i d e a  h a s  been born which should  h e l p  t o  s o l v e  o u r  b r e t h r e n ' s  yearn-  
i n g  f o r  l a t e r  news of  e v e n t s  i n  God's Work, e s p e c i a l l y  du r ing  t h e s e  t r y i n g  
t i m e s  when each  day seems t o  b r i n g  new s u r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  Church 's  confron-  
t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  of  C a l i f o r n i a .  

During M r .  Rade r ' s  r e p o r t  t o  m e m b e r s  who a t t e n d e d  s p e c i a l  services i n  t h e  
H a l l  of  Admin i s t r a t ion  l a s t  Thursday evening ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  expres sed  
t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  r e g u l a r  updates  on what i s  happening i n  t h e  Work of God. 
Even though t h e  Worldwide N e w s  has  con ta ined  f i n e  indep th  r e p o r t s ,  t hey  
complained t h a t  t h e  news i s  d a t e d  by t w o  t o  t h r e e  weeks  when t h e y  g e t  it. 

Although t h e  m i n i s t r y  is be ing  k e p t  up t o  d a t e  through t h e  Pas to r ' s  
Report ,  w e  now have a way t o  p u t  l a t e  news con ta ined  i n  i t s  pages i n t o  
a s p e c i a l  weekly " N e w s  Summary" which t h e  b r e t h r e n  can r e c e i v e  i n  church 
every  Sabbath! 

The " N e w s  Summary" w i l l  u s u a l l y  be t w o  pages ( a  s i n g l e  s h e e t  of  pape r )  
d u p l i c a t e d  l o c a l l y  i n  advance of t h e  Sabbath eve ry  week, and then  d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  heads of  households  a t  s e r v i c e s  on the Sabbath.  (Perhaps 
a s m a l l  dona t ion  of a do l la r  o r  so  p e r  person  p e r  y e a r  i n  each l o c a l  
a r e a  would t a k e  care o f  a l l  paper  and d u p l i c a t i n g  c o s t s  i n  each church . )  

Expanded coverage o f  a l l  summarized news, p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  r e l a t e d  a r t i c l e s  
and r e p o r t s ,  w i l l  con t inue  t o  appear  - as u s u a l  i n  t h e  Worldwide N e w s  
approximately eve ry  o t h e r  week. 

--Pastor 's  Report  S t a f f  
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BMTHREN MAKE UNIFIED STAND FOR THE CHURCH 

L a s t  Monday, March 1 2 t h ,  Judge T i t l e  unexpectedly reimposed t h e  r e c e i v e r -  
s h i p  upon t h e  Church, Col lege  and Foundation. This  receiver w a s  given 
t h e  s a m e  u n j u s t i f i e d  and e x t r a o r d i n a r y  powers ( " t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  and 
c o n t r o l  of  the Church") the  former r e c e i v e r  had ove r  t h e  Church from 
January  3rd unt!Ll t h e  f i r s t  r e c e i v e r s h i p  w a s  suspended March 1st by 
order of Judge T i t l e .  The o r i g i n a l  r e c e i v e r s h i p  w a s  t o  have been re- 
p l a c e d  by an i n j u n c t i v e  o r d e r  which, as it t u r n e d  o u t ,  w a s  e x c e s s i v e  
i n  i t s  demands and u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  and i n  e f f e c t  t u r n e d  many of t h e  
powers of  t h e  r e c e i v e r  ( a  supposedly n e u t r a l  t oo l  of t h e  c o u r t )  over t o  
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  At torney  General .  

S e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  r e c e i v e r s  w e r e  named i n  c o u r t  and t h e  judge s a i d  t h a t  
bo th  s i d e s  would have t o  ag ree  t o  one o f  t h e  men named. Judge T i t l e ,  
l a te r  i n  t h e  s a m e  c o u r t  p roceedings ,  announced t h a t  t h e  receiver would 
b e  David L. Ray, 49 y e a r s  o l d  and an a t t o r n e y  and c e r t i f i e d  public 
accountant .  O u t  o f  a l l  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  j o b ,  M r .  Ray j u s t  happened 
t o  be p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  rear of t h e  courtroom throughout  Monday's hea r ing .  
H e  m e t  i n f o r m a l l y  w i t h  t h e  press a f t e rwards .  

Unlike t h e  former r e c e i v e r  who had never  been a r e c e i v e r  b e f o r e  ( p a r t l y  
e x p l a i n i n g  Weisman's i n e p t i t u d e  w h i l e  i n  o f f i c e ) ,  M r .  Ray h a s  1 5  y e a r s  
expe r i ence  as  a receiver. H e  might be  expec ted  t o  ac t  m o r e  b u s i n e s s - l i k e .  
When asked  by t h e  p r e s s  i f  he  had e v e r  been a r e c e i v e r  i n  a church be- 
f o r e ,  h e  r e p l i e d ,  "I would r a t h e r  n o t  answer t h a t .  .." This  r e p o r t e r  over-  
hea rd  him commenting t o  one newsman t h a t  a r e c e i v e r s h i p  i s  "something 
you c a n ' t  p a s s  up, b u t  once i n  i t  you wonder why you d i d  i t ." 

"Ecclesiastical  Lock-Out" 

Unlike t h e  " s i t - i n s "  w e  h e a r  about  i n  t h e  media where peop le  assemble 
i n  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h o u t  permiss ion ,  b r e t h r e n  w e r e  c a l l e d  
Monday n i g h t  a sk ing  i f  a l l  who cou ld ,  w i thou t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  t h e i r  j obs  
or  classes, would come t h e  n e x t  day a t  9 : 0 0  a.m. f o r  s p e c i a l  church 
s e r v i c e s  i n  ou r  own a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g .  

Seven hundred and f i f t y  members a t t e n d e d  Tuesday 's  p e a c e f u l  and o r d e r l y  
"ecclesiastical  lock-out .  'I Fold ing  c h a i r s  w e r e  b rought  i n  and n e a t l y  
a l i g n e d  f o r  t h e  morning p reach ing  service and s o n g f e s t .  Th i s  show of 
s o l i d a r i t y  of  l o y a l  b r e t h r e n  who cou ld  come w a s  s imi l a r  t o  t h e  one i n  
January  when ex-judge Weisman locked  out a l l  employees and b r e t h r e n  from 
t h e  H a l l  of Admin i s t r a t ion  and o t h e r  campus b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Data 
P rocess ing  and Accounting, by having  t h e  l o c k s  changed i n  t h e  middle of 
t h e  n i g h t .  H i s  purposes  w e r e  t hwar t ed  by l o y a l  b r e t h r e n  who occupied  
o u r  own b u i l d i n g s  and t u r n e d  t h e  tables on him. T h i s ,  as you will 
recal l ,  l e d  t o  h i s  backing  down and moving o u t  of h i s  o f f i c e  on t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  f l o o r  of t h e  H a l l  o f  Adminis t ra t ion .  

This  t i m e  t h e  b r e t h r e n s '  p resence  i n  s e r v i c e s ,  it w a s  hoped, would 
f o r e s t a l l  t h e  receiver 's  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  p remises ,  o r  
tampering w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d s  b e f o r e  t h e  Church cou ld  comply w i t h  a 
s t i p u l a t i o n  i n  the c o u r t  o r d e r  t h a t  would keep t h e  receiver from d i s -  
charg ing  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Judge T i t l e  w r o t e  i n t o  h i s  o r d e r  t h a t  
t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  cou ld  b e  s t a y e d  ( r ende red  i n a c t i v e )  IF a $1 m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r  bond w e r e  p o s t e d  w i t h i n  4 8  hours .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  i f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  
w e r e  m e t  t h e  r e c e i v e r  would be  unable  t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  w h i l e  t h e  Church 
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appea l s  h i s  appointment.  T i t l e  could  n o t  p reven t  t h e  Church from 
e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  lega l  r i g h t  of appea l ,  b u t  he probably  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  
Church could  d e l i v e r  t h e  cash  on such s h o r t  n o t i c e  a s  r e q u i r e d  by h i s  
o r d e r .  I f  w e  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  p o s t  a bond, t h e  r e c e i v e r  cou ld  y e t  
have c o m e  i n  even du r ing  t h e  appea l  p e r i o d .  

So t h i s  t i m e  w e  w e r e  concerned about  keeping  t h e  dapper Mr. Ray from 
t r y i n g  t o  p r e s s  h imsel f  i n t o  s e r v i c e  ( r e p o r t e d l y  a t  $ 2 0 0  an h o u r ) .  As 
it  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  r e c e i v e r  d i d  c a l l  Mr. Rader about  Thursday noon t o  
say  t h a t  h e  w a s  coming! A f t e r  a h e a t e d  exchange between them on t h e  
te lephone ,  i t  w a s  dec ided  t h a t  two of o u r  a t t o r n e y s  would c o n f e r  w i t h  
him a t  a p l a c e  o f f  campus. ( I f  he had come t o  t h e  campus, he could  
have s t a r t e d  cha rg ing  f o r  h i s  t i m e  on assignment  and i n  subsequent  c o u r t  
appearances -- an expens ive  p r o p o s i t i o n . )  Word abou t  t h e  receiver 's  
t h r e a t e n e d  t akeove r  Thursday a f t e rnoon  e l e c t r i f i e d  t h e  H a l l  of  Adminis- 
t r a t i o n ,  and everyone began t o  b r a c e  themselves f o r  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  a r e c e i v e r .  

C a s t i n g  f o r  Bonds 

The Charch ' s  a t t o r n e y s  p u t  a l l  o u r  " l i n e s  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r "  i n  o r d e r  t o  
explore eve ry  p o s s i b i l i t y  of o b t a i n i n g  a bond. Bondsmen, l i k e  o t h e r  
l e n d e r s ,  vary  w i t h  t h e i r  rates and amounts of  c o l l a t e r a l  ( i n  cash  o r  
a s s e t s )  t h e  Church would be  r e q u i r e d  t o  p u t  up f o r  t h e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  
bond. They wanted 3 3 % ,  t h e n  50% and f i n a l l y  1 0 0 %  co l l a t e ra l .  But f o r  
unexplained r easons ,  t h e  bondsmen, who are l i c e n s e d  by t h e  S t a t e  of  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  l e t  u s  know they  could  n o t  p rov ide  us  w i t h  a bond. 

Meanwhile t h e  c a l l  went o u t  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  worldwide f o r  a s p e c i a l  
o f f e r i n g  i n  case a t e c h n i c a l i t y  f o r c e d  us  t o  use  a money bond. Now t h a t  
a s u r e t y  bond h a s  been p o s t e d ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g  i s  necessa ry  j u s t  
i n  case w e  must a c q u i r e  a bond shou ld ,  f o r  some f a r  o u t  r eason ,  t h e  
c o u r t  f i n d s  t h e  s u r e t i e s  unacceptab le  a f t e r  a l l .  

"Sure ty  Bond" t h e  Immediate S o l u t i o n  

The s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  began coming i n ,  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  needed t o  
cove r  t h e  bond. Along t h e  way o u r  lawyers became aware of a p e r f e c t l y  
l e g a l  and sound way of p r o v i d i n g  t h e  bond coverage i n  s h o r t  order.  The 
b r e t h r e n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  w e r e  asked if they  would l i k e  t o  v o l u n t e e r  t o  p u t  
up s u r e t y  p ledges  f o r  whatever  amount they  f e l t  t hey  cou ld  a f f o r d .  (Only 
r e s i d e n t s  of C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  e l i g i b l e . )  Mr. Rader asked o n l y  f o r  amounts 
w i t h i n  o u r  means, and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o u r  homes, t o  b r i d g e  t h e  crisis.  
The r e s u l t  w a s  a whopping t o t a l  of $3,749,689 i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s u r e t i e s  
as o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g !  

- 

The q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  remained: Would Judge T i t l e  a c c e p t  t h i s  k i n d  of  bond? 
A v i s i t  t o  c o u r t  Thursday by lawyers  f r o m  bo th  s i d e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
would, b u t  it had t o  b e  t w o  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n s t e a d  of  t h e  one m i l l i o n  
o r i g i n a l l y  r e q u i r e d ,  s i n c e  he  s a i d  some of t h e  s u r e t i e s  might n o t  be  
a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  one r eason  o r  ano the r .  Our b r e t h r e n  e a s i l y  m e t  t h e  need 
w i t h  $2,374,307 worth of s u r e t i e s !  On F r i d a y  t h e  At torney  Genera l  argued 
i n  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  amount of t h e  s u r e t y  bond was t o o  l o w ,  and then  he  
argued t h a t  i t  should  be i n  cash  and n o t  i n  s u r e t y  p ledges .  But t h e  
judge d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  e i t h e r  of t h o s e  t w o  o b j e c t i o n s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
s u r e t i e s  w e r e  l e g a l .  I t  remains t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  h a s  t e n  days 
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t o  f i n d  a reason  t o  reject  t h e  bondsl o r  t o  appea l  t h e  proceedings  i n  
some way. 

Meeting t h e  p r e s s  o u t s i d e  c o u r t  F r i d a y ,  Deputy Attorney General  Lauren 
Bra ina rd  admi t ted  h i s  o f f i c e  w a s  "s tymied" by o u r  l a tes t  a c t i o n .  H e  
complained t h a t  " t h i n g s  are happening so f a s t  i t  was h a r d  t o  keep up 
w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g . "  And s o  ano the r  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  Church ' s  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t r u s i o n  of o u r  c i v i l  and r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t i e s  has  been won, 
b u t  as  M r .  Armstrong h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  s t a t e d ,  " t h e  w a r  i s  n o t  o v e r . "  M r .  
Armstrong acknowledges t h a t  o u r  b r e t h r e n  dese rve  a l o t  of  c r e d i t  for 
t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  and s a c r i f i c e .  

I n  commenting about  o u r  v i c t o r y  on F r iday  morning, M r .  Rader reminded 
t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  H a l l  of Admin i s t r a t ion  t h a t  "God i s  s t i l l  on H i s  
t h rone .  Without H i s  v i g i l  and H i s  h e l p  none of t h i s  would have been 
p o s s i b l e .  I a m  a f r a i d  t h e  s t a t e  /of C a l i f o r n i a 7  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  God i s  on H i s  t h r o n e ,  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  . . o u r  s p i r i t u a l  
r e sources  are m o s t  impor tan t .  They probably w i l l  never  a c c e p t  t h a t  
because they  have a d i f f e r e n t  image i n  t h e i r  mind of what God's Church 
i s  a l l  abou t ,  and what you people  are a l l  about .  R e a l l y ,  i f  t hey  d i d  
unders tand  t h e i r  whole a t t i t u d e  would be  d i f f e r e n t .  But w e  c a n ' t  e x p e c t  
t o o  much t o o  soon, t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b a t t l e  goes on!" 

S p e c i a l  O f f e r i n g s  S t i l l  Necessary 

M r .  Rader emphasized t h a t  w e  s t i l l  need a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  cash  j u s t  
i n  case .  H e  f e l t  w e  must reach  t h e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  mark  t h i s  week because  
" t h e r e  i s  always t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s u r e t y s h i p  unde r t ak ings  
by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  cou ld  be  cha l l enged  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  
t o  r e g a i n  i t s  c o n t r o l  and f o o t h o l d  over  t h i s  Church and i t s  p r o p e r t y .  
They t a l k  about  want ing an a u d i t ,  b u t  t hey  want t o  own it and c o n t r o l  
it and t o  de termine  how e v e r y t h i n g  can b e  done ... so w e  must keep t h o s e  
e x t r a  o f f e r i n g s  coming i n  f o r  t h a t  ' p r i c e  of freedom' imposed on us  by 
t h e  c o u r t . "  To  d a t e  (March 19) t h e  t o t a l  amount i n  s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  
thus  f a r  r e c e i v e d  i s  i n  e x c e s s  of $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  

- 
--- 

The At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  pe r seve rance  i s  on ly  exceeded by t h e  t e n a c i t y  o f  
God's Church which h a s  "no th ing  t o  h i d e ,  b u t  much t o  p r o t e c t , "  namely 
ou r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s !  

-- 

- - P a s t o r ' s  Report  S t a f f  

MAIL BEGINS TO P I C K  U P  

The crisis w i t h  t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks brought  t h e  
m a i l  t o  God's Work t o  a ve ry  p o i n t .  Here i s  a quick  summary of how t h e  
mail  has  f l u c t u a t e d  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  weeks: 

Feb 2 32,404 l e t t e r s ,  c a r d s ,  e tc .  
Feb 9 3 4 , 8 4 4  
Feb 1 6  1 9 , 8 6 8  11 

Feb 23 1 2 , 2 0 4  II 

Mar 2 1 8 , 9 6 7  
Mar 9 2 8 , 1 7 3  II 

Mar 1 6  2 5 , 0 0 0  approx. II 

I1 

II 

The r e c e n t  i n c r e a s e s  i n  o u r  m a i l  ( e s p e c i a l l y  du r ing  t h e  weeks o f  March 



-7- 

9 and 1 6 )  have been he lped  by t h e  resumption of P L A I N  TRUTH renewal 
ma i l ings  from t h e  C i r c u l a t i o n  Department. Responses are also coming i n  
t o  a r e c e n t  "Co-Worker N e w s l e t t e r ,  I' and l i t e r a t u r e  o f f e r  t o  P L A I N  TRUTH 
s u b s c r i b e r s .  

The responses  t o  M r .  Armstrong 's  co-worker and member le t ters  a r e  
r e p o r t e d  as be ing  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good -- b u t  s i n c e  they  are going  d i r e c t l y  
t o  o t h e r  o f f i c e s ,  w e  have no d e f i n i t e  s t a t i s t i c s  on them h e r e  i n  MPC. 

A n o t e  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t :  around 8 , 0 0 0  s p e c i a l  donat ion  l e t te rs  ( n o t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t a b u l a t i o n  above) from b r e t h r e n  responding t o  t h e  cash  
bond - appea l  w e r e  p rocessed  by MPC l a s t  week.  

--Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P rocess ing  Cen te r  

_c 

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

The second p r i n t i  
Human P o t e n t i a l ,  
p u b l i s h i n q  house,  

mg o f  M r .  He rbe r t  Armstrong 's  book, The I n c r e d i b l e  
i s  abou t  t o  h i t  t h e  commercial book world.  Our own 

"Everest House, I' w i l i  p u b l i s h  and d i s t r i b u t e  through 
The book h a s  a r o y a l  b l u e  cover  t h i s  t i m e  and h a s  been t h e  book t r a d e .  

r e - t y p e s e t  t o  make it m o r e  commercially acceptable t o  t h e  book buying 
p u b l i c .  W e  have t imed t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b i g  s p r i n g  book buying 
market. 

The p r e s t i g i o u s  N e w  York Academy of Sc iences  h a s  g iven  o u r  E v e r e s t  House 
book, Color i n  P l a n t s  and Flowers by John and Susan P r o c t o r ,  an "honor- 
able mention." Th i s  means t h a t  t h e  academy, w i t h  a membership of  
2 8 , 0 0 0  s c i e n t i s t s ,  h a s  s e l e c t e d  t h e  book a s  one of  t h e  t e n  b e s t  s c i e n c e  
books of  t h e  y e a r .  There w i l l  b e  a formal p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  N e w  York on 
A p r i l  1 7 .  

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  Director 

STATEMENTS O F  SUPPORT FOR THE CHURCH'S STAND DURING RECENT CRISIS 

( E d i t o r ' s  no te :  The fo l lowing  t w o  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  M r .  Rader by 
D r .  J .  Gordon Melton, Director of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  For t h e  Study of American 
Rel ig ion .  M r .  Rader asked  t h a t  t hey  be r e p r i n t e d  a s  an example of one 
who, though o f  a d i f f e r e n t  b i b l i c a l  b e l i e f  and o r i e n t a t i o n ,  unde r s t ands  
t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  and is s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  Church ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  
defend i t s e l f  from t h e  unwarranted and u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a t t a c k s  by t h e  
At torney  Genera l  of the s t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a . )  

ATTACKS ON THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD TERMED THE GREATEST 
ATTEMPT TO SUBVERT THE FIRST AMENDMENT I N  THIS DECADE 

The a t t empt  t o  r e d e f i n e  t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God as a " p u b l i c  
t r u s t "  and i t s  p r o p e r t y  as " i n  a s e n s e ,  p u b l i c "  i s  t h e  m o s t  f l a g r a n t  
a t t a c k  on t h e  freedom of  r e l i g i o n  and t h e  independent  s t a t u s  of r e l i g i o u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h i s  coun t ry  i n  many y e a r s ,  s a id  D r .  J .  Gordon Melton, 
Director of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Study o f  American R e l i g i o n .  D r .  
Melton, who i s  also t h e  Chicago r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e  f o r  t h e  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  of Re l ig ious  L i b e r t y  ( A P R L ) ,  made h i s  s t a t e m e n t  fo l lowing  
a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  M r .  E l l i s  LaRavia, r e c e n t l y  p l a c e d  i n  charge  of t h e  
Worldwide Church of God h e a d q u a r t e r s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and Church a t t o r n e y  
Ralph Helge. 
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The e f f ec t  of t h e  a c t i o n s  of  M r .  Tappe r ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l  i n  Pasadena ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  h a s  been t o  p l a c e  a l l  c h u r c h e s  u n d e r  
s t a t e  c o n t r o l  and  p u t  s t r i c t  l i m i t s  on how t h e y  c a n  spend  money and 
a c q u i r e  and d i s p o s e  of p r o p e r t y .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s u c h  p r e c e d e n t -  
s e t t i n g  e f f o r t s  w i l l  g a i n  some c r e d e n c e  i s  h e i g h t e n e d  by t h e  p u b l i c  
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  Guyana. Such b a c k l a s h  e f fec ts  must  n o t  b e  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  

A comple t e  copy of D r .  M e l t o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  e n c l o s e d .  D r .  Mel ton  
i s  t h e  a u t h o r  of t w o  d e f i n i t i v e  works on  American r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s :  
THE DIRECTORY O F  R E L I G I O U S  GROUPS I N  THE UNITED STATES ( G a r l a n d ,  1 9 7 7 )  
and THE ENCYCLOPEDIA O F  AMERICAN R E L I G I O U S  (Consor t ium,  1 9 7 8 ) .  As the 
Direc to r  of I S A R ,  h e  h a s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  Worldwide Church of 
G o d  f o r  many y e a r s .  I n  1 9 7 7  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  newly formed A l l i a n c e  for 
t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y ,  which h a s  i n i t i a t e d  an  ac t ion  
program r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  i n f r i n g e m e n t s  on r e l i g i o u s  freedom f o c u s e d  on  t h e  
s m a l l  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s  of America. The A l l i a n c e  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a c t i v e  i n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  cal led If deprograming.  'I 

STATEMENT BY DR. J .  GORDON MELTON ON THE CURRENT S I T U A T I O N  
OF THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

I n  my c a p a c i t y  as Di rec to r  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  S tudy  of American 
R e l i g i o n ,  I have  been  a n  o b s e r v e r  of  t h e  Worldwide Church of  God f o r  many 
y e a r s .  Dur ing  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  i t  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  s t r i f e -  
r i d d e n  and r e n t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s ch i sms .  However, u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  t w o  
weeks,  i t s  problems have  been  i n t e r n a l  and  r e f l ec t ive  o f  growth ,  t h e  
n a t u r a l  d i s s e n t  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  a r i s e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s  over d o c t r i n e s  
and p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  p o l e m i c s  due t o  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  d i s t i n c t  p o s i t i o n s  
c o n t r a  m a i n l i n e  C h r i s t i a n  be l ie fs .  

I n  r e c e n t  weeks t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  changed d r a s t i c a l l y .  I n t e r n a l  
d i s s e n t  h a s  been  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o u r t ,  and  b a s e d  upon as y e t  unproven 
a c c u s a t i o n s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  h a s  
e n t e r e d  one  area of c h u r c h  d i s p u t e  on t h e  s ide o f  a g roup  o f  fo rmer  
members of t h e  Church. The g rounds  f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  o f f i ce  i n t o  
t h i s  e cc l e s i a s t i ca l  d i s p u t e  i s  t h e  unhea rd  of o p i n i o n  o f  A s s i s t a n t  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Lawrence Tapper  t h a t  t h e  assets o f  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s  a re  
somehow " p u b l i c "  p r o p e r t y ,  and  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  may 
s e i z e  and  examine t h e  c h u r c h  records t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  money i s  b e i n g  
p r o p e r l y  s p e n t .  

The a t t e m p t  t o  r e d e f i n e  t h e  Worldwide Church of God as a " p u b l i c  
t r u s t "  and i t s  p r o p e r t y  as " i n  a s e n s e ,  p u b l i c "  i s  t h e  m o s t  f l a g r a n t  
a t t a c k  on  t h e  freedom o f  r e l i g i o n  and  the i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s  of 
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  many y e a r s .  The i n t e n t  of 
M r .  T a p p e r ' s  a c t i o n  would e x t e n d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  government  i n t o  
t h e  p r i v a t e  l i f e  of a r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and  i n  open d i s r e g a r d  of 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  se t  l i m i t s  upon how a Church chooses  t o  e x t e n d  i t s  
m i s s i o n ,  s p r e a d  i t s  message, o b t a i n  and  d i s p o s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  
and ,  by  e x t e n t i o n ,  what  it b l i e v e s  ( s i n c e  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  
of b e l i e f s ) .  

I p e r s o n a l l y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  Worldwide Church of God. 
I t  h a s  a t h e o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  o f  government  which p l a c e s  a l l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  
one  man, M r .  H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong.  The d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Church d e n i e s  
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major P r o t e s t a n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on t h e  T r i n i t y ,  g r a c e  and s a l v a t i o n .  I n  
t h e  pas t  t h e  Church has tended  t o  b e  s e p a r a t i s t ;  it h a s  denounced other 
C h r i s t i a n  b o d i e s ;  i t  h a s  seen  i tsel f  as t h e  unique in s t rumen t  of God 
i n  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d .  These b e l i e f s ,  which make i t  imposs ib le  f o r  m e  t o  be 
a p a r t  of i t ,  have also been a major fac tor  i n  making t h e  Church an 
unpopular i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  many q u a r t e r s .  

a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f ice  a t t empt  such unprecedented a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  more 
e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o u s  bodies such as t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church, t h e  
United Methodis t  Church o r  the  P r o t e s t a n t  Ep i scopa l  Church? Y e t ,  if t h e  
a c t i o n s  of t h e  p a s t  two weeks are allowed t o  go unchal lenged  and are 
s u s t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a d j u d i c a t i o n ,  such a c t i o n  w i l l  d e c l a r e  a l l  
churches ,  synagogues and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
of C a l i f o r n i a ,  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  and s u b j e c t  t o  s t a t e - d i c t a t e d  l i m i t a t i o n .  

But p o s s i b l y  i t s  u n p o p u l a r i t y  -- Is t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e .  Would t h e  - 

I a m  a p a s t o r  w i t h i n  t h e  Uni ted  Methodis t  Church. My congrega t ion  
i s  i n  no s e n s e  a p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n  nor  are i t s  assets p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y .  
As a p a s t o r ,  I a m  i n  no w i s e  a ccoun tab le  t o  t h e  s ta te ' s  a u t h o r i t y  
(beyond t h a t ,  of cour se ,  of any c i t i z e n  w e r e  h e  t o  commit i l l e g a l  
a c t i o n s )  f o r  how I a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  Church 's  a f f a i r s .  I a m  n o t  account- 
able t o  former members, e i t h e r  t h o s e  who might have v o l u n t a r i l y  withdrew 
o r  any who might have been p u t  o u t  of t h e  Church by due p r o c e s s .  I a m  
accoun tab le ,  my congrega t ion  i s  accoun tab le ,  o n l y  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  m e m b e r s ,  
t h e  b i shop  p l a c e d  over us ,  and h i s  du ly  appo in ted  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and 
t h e  Northern I l l i n o i s  Conference of t h e  United Methodis t  Church. 

One can n o t  h e l p  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  l u d i c r o u s  a c t i o n  o f  M r .  Tapper 
and h i s  associates are a rebound from t h e  Guyana t r agedy  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
Temple. N o t  on ly  are some of t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  s imi l a r  (hoa rd ing  gold)  
b u t  t h e  vehemence of  t h e  r e a c t i o n  t o  unproven and now (demons t r a t ive ly  
proven) unfounded cha rges  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  advantage i s  b e i n g  t aken  of an 
unusual ly  h o s t i l e  climate of opin ion .  

W e  can n o t  a l l o w  e i ther  t h e  unpopu la r i ty  of t h e  Worldwide Church of 
G o d  o r  t h e  Guyana f a l l o u t  t o  s i l e n c e  o u r  vo ice .  I c a l l  upon a l l  
committed t o  p e r s e r v i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
t h e  freedom t o  propagate  o u r  b e l i e f s ,  se t  o u r  own p r i o r i t i e s ,  and p a r t i -  
c i p a t e  i n  t h e  American r e l i g i o u s  scene ,  t o  j o i n  forces; a t  t h i s  hour .  
Raise t h e  hue and c ry .  L e t  a l l  know t h a t  w e  w i l l  n o t  s t a n d  by and 
a l low o u r  freedoms t o  be  subve r t ed .  
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JUDGE STEVEN S .  W E I S M A N  
T H E  S U P E  R l O R  COUF7T 

( R E T t A C  0 1  

February 21,  1979 

Romain 0. Nelsen ,  E s q ,  
Lynberg  & Y e l s e n  
Suite 1000, 800 W e s t  S i x t h  S t ree t  
Los Angeles ,  CA, 90017 

Gent lemen:  

You may or may n o t  be awzre t h a t ,  s i n c e  
January 2 ,  1979,  m y  time has been devoted e x c l u s i v e l y  to 
m y  d u t i e s  as Receiver  in the case of People of t he  State 
of C a l i f o r n i a  vs.  Worldwide Church of God, L . A . S . C .  No. 
C267607, 

Unfortunate ly ,  m y  physical limitations have made 
it necessary for m e  t o  r e s i g n  from t h i s  arduous as s ignment .  

This i s  to advise t h a t ,  effect ive on or about  
March 1, 1979, I shall once again  be a v a i l a b l e ,  a s  
my calendar permits, for rat ters  i n v o l v i n g  Orders of 
Reference, Special Master ass ignments ,  a r b i t r a t i o n  and 
appointments as c o n s u l t a n t  for Federal, S t a t e  and local 
Governmental a g e n c i e s ,  

Very truly yours,  .. 

STE~&N s. WEISMAN 
ssw:pp 

( E d i t o r ‘ s  N o t e :  T h i s  l e t t e r  shows t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c e i v e r ,  
ex- judge  S t e v e n  S.  Weisman, i s  c u r r e n t l y  s o l i c i t i n g  t h e  
e n t i r e  l ega l  p r o f e s s i o n  for work -- c o n s i d e r e d  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  
by m o s t  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  Upon i n q u i r y ,  it w a s  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
h e  can  be h i r e d  f o r  $ 7 5 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r ,  h a v i n g  asked  $150  pe r  
h o u r  f rom t h e  Work of G o d ! )  



WORLDWIM CHURCH OF GOD March 1 9 ,  1 9 7 9  

BRETHREN MAKE UNIFIED STAND FOR THE CHURCH 

L a s t  Monday, March 1 2 t h ,  Judge T i t l e  unexpectedly reimposed t h e  r ece ive r -  
s h i p  upon t h e  Church, Col lege and Foundation. This  r e c e i v e r  was given 
t h e  same u n j u s t i f i e d  and e x t r a o r d i n a r y  powers ( " t o  t a k e  posses s ion  and 
c o n t r o l  of  t h e  Church") t h e  former r e c e i v e r  had ove r  t h e  Church from 
January 3rd u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  r e c e i v e r s h i p  w a s  suspended March 1st by 
o r d e r  of  Judge T i t l e .  The o r i g i n a l  r e c e i v e r s h i p  w a s  t o  have been re- 
p l aced  by an i n j u n c t i v e  o r d e r  which, as it tu rned  o u t ,  w a s  e x c e s s i v e  
i n  i t s  demands and u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  and i n  e f f e c t  t u rned  many of t h e  
powers of t h e  r e c e i v e r  ( a  supposedly n e u t r a l  too l  of  t h e  c o u r t )  over  t o  
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  S ta te  Attorney General.  

Seve ra l  p o s s i b l e  r e c e i v e r s  w e r e  named i n  c o u r t  and t h e  judge s a i d  t h a t  
both s i d e s  would have t o  ag ree  t o  one of t h e  men named. Judge T i t l e ,  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  c o u r t  p roceedings ,  announced t h a t  t h e  r e c e i v e r  would 
b e  David L. Flay, 4 9  y e a r s  o l d  and an a t t o r n e y  and c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  
accountant .  Out of a l l  t h e  cand ida te s  for  t h e  j o b ,  M r .  Ray j u s t  happened 
t o  be  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  rear of t h e  courtroom throughout  Monday's hea r ing .  
H e  m e t  i n fo rma l ly  wi th  t h e  press a f t e rwards .  

Unlike t h e  former r e c e i v e r  who had never  been a r e c e i v e r  b e f o r e  ( p a r t l y  
e x p l a i n i n g  Weisman's i n e p t i t u d e  wh i l e  i n  o f f i c e ) ,  Mr. R a y  has  15 y e a r s  
exper ience  as a r e c e i v e r .  H e  might be expected t o  a c t  more b u s i n e s s - l i k e .  
When asked by t h e  p r e s s  i f  he had e v e r  been a r e c e i v e r  i n  a church be- 
fore, he r e p l i e d ,  "I would ra ther  n o t  answer t h a t . . . "  This  r e p o r t e r  over- 
heard h i m  commenting t o  one newsman t h a t  a r e c e i v e r s h i p  is "something 
you c a n ' t  p a s s  up, b u t  once i n  it you wonder why you d i d  it." 

"Ecclesiastical  Lock-Out" 

Unlike t h e  " s i t - i n s "  w e  h e a r  about  i n  t h e  media where people  assemble 
i n  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  w i thou t  permission,  b r e t h r e n  were called 
Monday n i g h t  a sk ing  i f  a l l  who could ,  w i thou t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  t h e i r  j obs  
o r  classes, would come t h e  nex t  day a t  9:00 a.m. f o r  s p e c i a l  church 
s e r v i c e s  i n  o u r  own a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g .  

Seven hundred and f i f t y  members a t t ended  Tuesday's p e a c e f u l  and o r d e r l y  
"ecclesiastical lock-out.  " Folding c h a i r s  w e r e  brought  i n  and n e a t l y  
a l i g n e d  for  t h e  morning preaching  s e r v i c e  and songfes t .  This  show of 
s o l i d a r i t y  of l o y a l  b r e t h r e n  who could come w a s  s imi la r  t o  t h e  one i n  
January when ex-judge Weisman locked - o u t  a l l  employees and b r e t h r e n  from 
t h e  H a l l  of Adminis t ra t ion  and o t h e r  campus b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Data 
Process ing  and Accounting, by having t h e  locks changed i n  t h e  middle of 
t h e  n i g h t .  H i s  purposes w e r e  thwar ted  by l o y a l  b r e t h r e n  who occupied 
ou r  own b u i l d i n g s  and t u r n e d  t h e  t a b l e s  on him. T h i s ,  as you w i l l  
recal l ,  l ed  t o  h i s  backing down and moving o u t  of  h i s  o f f i c e  on t h e  
execu t ive  f l o o r  of t h e  H a l l  o f  Adminis t ra t ion .  

This  t i m e  t h e  b r e t h r e n s '  p resence  i n  s e r v i c e s ,  it w a s  hoped, would 
forestal l  t h e  r e c e i v e r ' s  a t t empt ing  t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  premises ,  o r  
tampering wi th  t h e  r eco rds  before t h e  Church could comply w i t h  a 
s t i p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t  o r d e r  t h a t  would keep t h e  r e c e i v e r  f r o m  d i s -  
charging h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Judge T i t l e  wrote  i n t o  h i s  o r d e r  t h a t  
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t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  could  be  s t a y e d  ( r ende red  i n a c t i v e )  I F  a $1 m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r  bond were p o s t e d  w i t h i n  4 8  hours .  I n  essence, i f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  
were m e t  t h e  r e c e i v e r  would be unable t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  w h i l e  t h e  Church 
appea l s  h i s  appointment.  T i t l e  could n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  Church from 
e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  l e g a l  r i g h t  of appea l ,  b u t  he probably  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  
Church could d e l i v e r  t h e  cash  on such s h o r t  n o t i c e  a s  r e q u i r e d  by h i s  
order. I f  w e  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  p o s t  a bond, t h e  r e c e i v e r  could  y e t  
have come i n  even du r ing  t h e  appea l  p e r i o d .  

So t h i s  t i m e  w e  w e r e  concerned about  keeping t h e  dapper M r .  Ray from 
t r y i n g  t o  p r e s s  h imsel f  i n t o  s e r v i c e  ( r e p o r t e d l y  a t  $ 2 0 0  an h o u r ) .  A s  
i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  r e c e i v e r  d i d  c a l l  M r .  Rader about  Thursday noon t o  
say  t h a t  h e  was coming! A f t e r  a hea ted  exchange between them on t h e  
te lephone ,  i t  w a s  dec ided  t h a t  two of  o u r  a t t o r n e y s  would c o n f e r  w i t h  
him a t  a p l a c e  o f f  campus. ( I f  he had come t o  t h e  campus, he could  
have s t a r t e d  cha rg ing  f o r  h i s  t i m e  on assignment  and i n  subsequent  c o u r t  
appearances -- an expens ive  p r o p o s i t i o n . )  Word about  t h e  rece iver ' s  
t h r e a t e n e d  t akeove r  Thursday a f t e rnoon  e l e c t r i f i e d  t h e  H a l l  of Adminis- 
t r a t i o n ,  and everyone began t o  b r a c e  themselves  f o r  ano the r  p o s s i b l e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  a r e c e i v e r .  

Cas t ing  f o r  Bonds 

The Church 's  a t t o r n e y s  p u t  a l l  o u r  " l i n e s  i n t o  t h e  wa te r "  i n  o r d e r  t o  
e x p l o r e  eve ry  p o s s i b i l i t y  of o b t a i n i n g  a bond. Bondsmen, l i k e  o t h e r  
l e n d e r s ,  vary  w i t h  t h e i r  rates and amounts of  c o l l a t e r a l  ( i n  cash  o r  
a s s e t s )  t h e  Church would be r e q u i r e d  t o  p u t  up f o r  t h e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  
bond. They wanted 3 3 % ,  t h e n  5 0 %  and f i n a l l y  1 0 0 %  c o l l a t e r a l .  But f o r  
unexplained r e a s o n s ,  t h e  bondsmen, who are l i c e n s e d  by t h e  State  of 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  l e t  u s  know they  could  n o t  provide  us  w i t h  a bond. 

Meanwhile t h e  c a l l  went o u t  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  worldwide f o r  a s p e c i a l  
o f f e r i n g  i n  case a t e c h n i c a l i t y  f o r c e d  u s  t o  use  a money bond. Now t h a t  
a s u r e t y  bond has  been p o s t e d ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g  i s  necessa ry  j u s t  
i n  case w e  must a c q u i r e  a bond shou ld ,  f o r  some f a r  o u t  r eason ,  t h e  
c o u r t  f i n d s  t h e  su re t i e s  unacceptab le  a f t e r  a l l .  

"Sure ty  Bond" t h e  Immediate S o l u t i o n  

The s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  began coming i n ,  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  needed t o  
cove r  t h e  bond. Along t h e  way o u r  lawyers became aware of a p e r f e c t l y  
l e g a l  and sound way of p rov id ing  t h e  bond coverage i n  s h o r t  o r d e r .  The 
b r e t h r e n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  were asked i f  t hey  would l i k e  t o  v o l u n t e e r  t o  p u t  
up s u r e t y  p ledges  f o r  whatever  amount they  f e l t  t hey  cou ld  a f f o r d .  (Only 
r e s i d e n t s  of C a l i f o r n i a  are e l i g i b l e . )  M r .  Rader asked on ly  f o r  amounts 
w i t h i n  o u r  means, and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  ou r  homes, t o  b r i d g e  t h e  c r i s i s .  
The r e s u l t  was a whopping t o t a l  o f  $3,749,689 i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s u r e t i e s  
a s  of t h i s  w r i t i n g !  

- 

The q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  remained: Would Judge T i t l e  a c c e p t  t h i s  k i n d  of bond? 
A v i s i t  t o  c o u r t  Thursday by lawyers from both  sides i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
would, b u t  i t  had t o  b e  two m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  one m i l l i o n  
o r i g i n a l l y  r e q u i r e d ,  s i n c e  he  s a i d  some of t h e  su re t i e s  n i g h t  n o t  be 
a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  one reason  o r  a n o t h e r ,  Our b r e t h r e n  e a s i l y  m e t  t h e  need 
w i t h  $2,374,307 worth of suret ies!  
i n  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  amount of  t h e  s u r e t y  bond w a s  t o o  low, and then  h e  
argued t h a t  i t  should  be i n  cash  and n o t  i n  s u r e t y  p ledges .  But t h e  
judge d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  e i t h e r  of t h o s e  two a b j e c t i o n s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
s u r e t i e s  w e r e  l e g a l .  I t  remains t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  h a s  t e n  days 

- 

On Fr iday  t h e  At torney  General  argued 

c 
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t o  f i n d  a reason  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  bonds,  o r  t o  appea l  t h e  proceedings  i n  
some way. 

Meeting t h e  press o u t s i d e  c o u r t  F r i d a y ,  Deputy At torney  Genera l  Lauren 
Bra ina rd  admi t ted  h i s  o f f i c e  was "stymied" by o u r  l a t e s t  a c t i o n .  H e  
complained t h a t  " t h i n g s  a r e  happening so f a s t  i t  w a s  h a r d  t o  keep  up 
w i t h  eve ry th ing . "  And so ano the r  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  Church 's  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t r u s i o n  of o u r  c i v i l  and r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t i e s  h a s  been won, 
b u t  as  M r .  Armstrong h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  s t a t e d ,  " t h e  w a r  i s  n o t  o v e r . "  X r .  
Armstrong acknowledges t h a t  o u r  b r e t h r e n  dese rve  a l o t  of  c r e d i t  f o r  
t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  and s a c r i f i c e .  

I n  commenting about  o u r  v i c t o r y  on F r iday  morning, M r .  Rader reminded 
t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  H a l l  of Admin i s t r a t ion  t h a t  "God i s  s t i l l  on H i s  
t h rone .  Without H i s  v i g i l  and H i s  h e l p  none o f  t h i s  would have been 
p o s s i b l e .  
t h a t  God i s  on H i s  t h r o n e ,  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t . . . o u r  s p i r i t u a l  
r e sources  a r e  m o s t  impor tan t .  They probably  w i l l  never  a c c e p t  t h a t  
because they  have a d i f f e r e n t  image i n  t h e i r  mind o f  what God's Church 
i s  a l l  abou t ,  and what you people  a r e  a l l  about .  R e a l l y ,  i f  t hey  d i d  
unders tand  t h e i r  whole a t t i t u d e  would be d i f f e r e n t .  But w e  c a n ' t  expec t  
too much too soon, t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b a t t l e  goes on!" 

I am a f r a i d  t h e  s t a t e  /of C a l i f o r n i a 7  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  

Special O f f e r i n g s  S t i l l  Necessary 

M r .  Rader emphasized t h a t  w e  s t i l l  need a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  cash  j u s t  
i n  case. H e  f e l t  w e  must reach  t h e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  mark t h i s  week because  
' ' t he re  i s  always t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s u r e t y s h i p  unde r t ak ings  
by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  could  be  cha l l enged  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  
t o  r e g a i n  i t s  c o n t r o l  and f o o t h o l d  ove r  t h i s  Church and i t s  p r o p e r t y .  
They t a l k  about  want ing an a u d i t ,  b u t  t hey  want t o  own it  and c o n t r o l  
it and t o  de termine  how e v e r y t h i n g  --- can b e  done. . . so  w e  must keep t h o s e  
e x t r a  o f f e r i n g s  coming i n  f o r  t h a t  ' p r i c e  of freedom' imposed on us by 
t h e  c o u r t . "  To d a t e  (March 19) t h e  t o t a l  amount i n  s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  
thus  f a r  r e c e i v e d  i s  i n  excess  of $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  

- 

The At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  perseverance  i s  o n l y  exceeded by t h e  t e n a c i t y  of 
God's Church which has  "no th ing  t o  h i d e ,  b u t  much t o  p r o t e c t , "  namely 
ou r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s !  

-- 

TURNING ADVERSITY TO OUR ADVANTAGE 

M r .  Roderick C. Meredi th  announced t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  P a s t o r ' s  
Report  t h a t  "we are now moving ahead w i t h  p l a n s  f o r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  campaigns 
i n  c h i e f  c i t i e s  t h i s  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer! W e  w i l l  p l a n  t o  run t h e  
f u l l - p a g e  ads g i v i n g  o u r  - s i d e  of t h e  s t o r y  of t h i s  r e c e n t  a t t a c k  and 
i n c l u d e  a mention o f  campaigns i n  t h e s e  a d s ,  as w e l l  as running smaller 
s p e c i a l  ads  b e s i d e s ,  announcing t h e  campaigns w i t h  t i m e s  and p l a c e s .  S ince  
w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  more media a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  anyway, w e  hope t o  u s e  
t h i s  t o  t h e  advantage of God's Work t o  get o u t  -- t h e  gospe l .  So p l e a s e  PRAY 
f o r  God's guidance on o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e s e  evange l i s -  
t i c  campaigns! I' 


