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FROM M I N I S T E R I A L  SERVICES 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Bonn, West Germany T h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  German-speaking area of  G o d ' s  W o r k  
d i d  a l o t  o f  t r a v e l i n g  t h i s  month. On December 11 and 12, Mr. and Mrs. 
F rank  Schnee  v i s i t e d  our b r e t h r e n  i n  Eas t  Germany. On December 13 a n d  14, 
Mr. Schnee ,  accompanied by O f f i c e  Manager J o h n  K a r l s o n  and F e s t i v a l  E l d e r  
W i n f r i e d  F r i t z ,  t r a v e l e d  to  P r a g u e ,  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  
of t h e  Czech O f f i c e  o f  T r a v e l  and Tour ism ( C e d o k )  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  1983 Feas t  
of T a b e r n a c l e s  i n  Brno. N e g o t i a t i o n s  went v e r y  w e l l  and e v e r y t h i n g  looks 
good fo r  a g r e a t  Feast  t h e r e .  

On December 20, M r .  J o h n  H a l f o r d  a r r i v e d  i n  Bonn and t r a v e l e d  w i t h  Mr. 
Schnee to  P r a g u e  on December 21 to 23 as p a r t  of a f a c t - f i n d i n g  m i s s i o n  f o r  
a f u t u r e  PLAIN TRUTH a r t i c l e  on C z e c h o s l o v a k i a .  M r .  H a l f o r d  commented t h a t  
h i s  t r i p  p roved  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e .  " I t  was l i k e  wa lk ing  i n t o  a l i b r a r y  and 
go ing  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  books I needed .  God c e r t a i n l y  opened  t h e  doors." On 
S a b b a t h ,  December 25, Mr. Halford s p o k e  t o  t h e  130 p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  
Y o u t h  Win te r  Camp i n  A u s t r i a .  On December 29, Mr. Ha1for.d j o u r n e y e d  on  t o  
P o l a n d  w i t h  Mr. P a u l  K i e f f e r  and h i s  f a m i l y ,  where t h e y  v i s i t e d  A u s c h w i t ' z  
and t h e  o n l y  member of God's Church i n  P o l a n d ,  Mr. W i k t o r  P r z y b y l l a  and h i s  
f a m i l y  . 
T h e  1982 Youth Win te r  Camp was h e l d  f o r  Y.O.U. members, s i n g l e s ,  and some 
a t t e n d i n g  p a r e n t s  i n  Radf e l d ,  A u s t r i a  f rom December 22nd t o  J a n u a r y  2nd. 
B i b l e  s t u d i e s  e v e r y  other  day  and C h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  S a b b a t h  p r o v i d e d  
s p i r i t u a l  f o o d .  E x c e l l e n t  wea the r  and deep  snow made f o r  i d e a l  s l e d d i n g ,  
s k i i n g  and s k a t i n g  ( n o t  t o  f o r g e t  s n o w b a l l i n g l ) .  Meals t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  a t  
t h e  Sonnenhof Hotel added t o  t h e  e x u b e r a n t  f e l l o w s h i p  en joyed  by young 
p e o p l e  from West Germany, A u s t r i a ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  H o l l a n d ,  Eng land ,  F r a n c e ,  
Norway and  Sweden. 

T h e  m i n i s t r y  a l so  had t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s p e n d  a w e e k  a t  t h e  Youth Camp. U n i t y  
and f r i e n d s h i p  were s t r e n g t h e n e d  by j o i n t  f a m i l y  e x p e d i t i o n s  to  s l e d d i n g  
and s k i i n g  t e r r i t o r y .  They r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  t o  know our you th  
b e t t e r ,  by hav ing  meals i n  t h e  same ho te l  w i t h  them and a d d r e s s i n g  r e l e v a n t  
themes d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  (which t h e  m i n i s t e r s  a l t e r n a t e d  i n  
p r e s e n t i n g ) .  

December ' s  incoming mail  i n c r e a s e d  73% o v e r  December, 1981. T h i s  i n c r e a s e  
came m a i n l y  f rom r e s p o n s e s  t o  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  l e t t e r  t o  CORRESPONDENCE 
COURSE s t u d e n t s ,  i n  which h e  o f f e r e d  a f r e e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  GOOD NEWS. 
F o r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  (4,530) of t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  o f f e r  have  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  
magazine  t h u s  f a r .  W e  expect a 50% r e s p o n s e  and w i l l  s o o n  have a German- 
l a n g u a g e  GOOD NEWS l i s t  of more t h a n  8,000 s u b s c r i b e r s .  

The mail  income f o r  t h e  month o f  December i n c r e a s e d  22.2% o v e r  December, 
1981. Aided by s e v e r a l  l a r g e  d o n a t i o n s ,  t h e  y e a r  1982 c l o s e d  w i t h  a 31.4% 
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1981. 
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A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S e c o n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Proqram 

Dear Mr. A r m s t r o n g :  

Thank you v e r y  much f o r  t h e  December R e f r e s h i n g  P r o g r a m .  I t  is 
impossible t o  s t a t e  i t s  v a l u e  t o  u s  p e r s o n a l l y .  B r e t h r e n  here  
a re  s a y i n g  w e  h a v e  a new s p a r k l e  s i n c e  w e  r e t u r n e d  home.  

W e  d i d  e n j o y  s e e i n g  you i n  p e r s o n ,  h e a r i n g  you  s p e a k ,  and  a l so  
s e e i n g  w h e r e  you m a k e  t h e  t e lecas t s .  We e v e n  e n j o y e d  it  a g a i n  o n  
tape l a s t  Sabbath .  

W e  f e l t  a new s p i r i t  o f  l o v e  w h e r e v e r  w e  were o n  t h e  campus ,  w h i c h  
was e v e n  g r e a t e r  t h a n  when w e  were i n  o n  o u r  f i r s t  s e s s i o n .  We 
b e l i e v e  many members a re  g r o w i n g  s t r o n g e r  a n d  more d e d i c a t e d  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

E r n e s t  a n d  E v e l y n  Hoyt 

Dear Messrs. A r m s t r o n g  a n d  T k a c h :  

My w i f e  a n d  I w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  deepest  t h a n k s  fo r  t h e  oppor- 
t u n i t y  of b e i n g  p a r t  of t h e  e l e v e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  
P r o g r a m .  A s  a l oca l  e l d e r ,  I f e e l  t h i s  has b e e n  o u r  g r e a t e s t  
t h r i l l  i n  t h e  20 y e a r s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  associated w i t h  God's  W o r k .  I 
j u s t  w i s h  t h e  w h o l e  C h u r c h  here c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  u s  t o  hear 
and  to  see w h a t  a g r e a t  w o r l d w i d e  W o r k  w e  a re  i n v o l v e d  i n .  We 
apprec ia te  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  matter o f  t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  b u t  a l so  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  and  s e r v i c e  t h a t  is e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  whole campus; a n d  i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  w o n d e r f u l  t o  see t h e  l o v e  
you  m i n i s t e r s  h a v e  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r .  A l s o ,  o u r  t h a n k s  g o  to you 
M r .  A r m s t r o n g  for y o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .  W e  hope t h a t  
other l o c a l  elders w i l l  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  take  a d v a n t a g e  of 
t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  b l e s s i n g .  

Joe a n d  H a z e l  T a y l o r  

Dear M r .  Tkach :  

My w i f e  a n d  I r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  R e f r e s h i n g  P r o -  
g r a m ,  s e s s i o n  number 12. T o  u s  i t  was more t h a n  a R e f r e s h e r  b u t  
a l so  a R e v i v i f i e r !  

W e  were v e r y  impressed by t h e  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  b e i n g  set 
and  t h e  c o n s t a n t  s t r i v i n g  f o r  improvemen t  i n  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  
H e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h e  a i r  o f  respect a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  ... "May I h e l p  
you?'' a t t i t u d e  was t e r r i f i c !  T h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  g i v e n  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i m b i b e  s u c h  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  was g r e a t l y  appreciated 
a n d  w e  f o u n d  i t  v e r y  hard t o  l e a v e .  

T h e  c o u r s e  was packed w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  and i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  e x p r e s s e d  by those a t t e n d i n g  was d e f i n i t e l y  o n e  of u n i t y  
a n d  o u t g o i n g  c o n c e r n  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  a common g o a l .  Please e x t e n d  
o u r  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  t o  God ' s  Apostle f o r  making a l l  t h i s  possi- 
b l e ,  e n a b l i n g  us t o  be t t e r  s e r v e  i n  o u r  l oca l  a rea .  

R u s s  a n d  E s t h e r  C o u s t o n  
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Comments From M o n t h l y  C h u r c h  Reports 

W I C H I T A ,  KS--JUDD K I R K :  T h e r e  is much e x c i t e m e n t  among t h e  mem- 
bers  each time w e  r e c e i v e  a l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  A r m s t r o n g .  Local and  
world c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  c a u s i n g  r e a l  a n t i c i p a t i o n  for t h e  Kingdom. 

LONG BEACH, CA--LES McCOLM: A v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  is up c o n s i d e r -  
a b l y  t h i s  month .  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t a p e  was e x t r e m e l y  e f f e c t i v e - -  
e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  newer PMs who h a v e  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  i n v i t e d .  I 
h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  new PMs a r e  more " e d u c a t e d "  i n  t h e  doc- 
t r i n e s  o f  God ' s  C h u r c h  and  i n  world e v e n t s .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  
s e v e r a l  requests f o r  b a p t i s m .  

ANCHORAGE, AK--EARL L.  ROEMER: Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  comments about 
q u a l i f y i n g  to  become teachers  h a s  had  a p r o f o u n d  e f f ec t  o n  most 
h e r e .  T h i s  is e v i d e n c e d  i n  more B i b l e  s t u d y ,  more d i l i g e n c e  i n  
members s o l v i n g  t h e i r  problems and  s e e k i n g  more c o u n s e l  f r o m  
God ' s  Word. 

SAN ANTONIO, TX--GREGORY L .  SARGENT: We've had  a t r e m e n d o u s  i n -  
crease i n  PM a c t i v i t y  t h i s  month .  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  more l e t t e r s  
a s k i n g  f o r  v i s i t s  t h a n  a t  a n y  time i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  my m i n i s t r y .  
T h e  te lecast  and  n e w s s t a n d  p r o g r a m  a re  r e a l l y  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  
e f f e c t .  B e s i d e s  t h e  11 PMs v i s i t e d  l a s t  mon th ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e n  
o t h e r s  w a i t i n g  f o r  v i s i t s  r i g h t  now. Most o f  t h e  PMs a re  s i n g l e s  
r a the r  t h a n  families--a s i g n  of o u r  times a n d  t h e  breakdown o f  
t h e  f a m i l y .  

TULSA, OK--DONALD E .  MASON: There has been q u i t e  a surge i n  new 
PM a c t i v i t y  t h i s  month .  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t e lecas t s  a re  h a v i n g  a 
p o s i t i v e  impact o n  t h e  area.  W e  a re  s e e i n g  good  g r o w t h  (new 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s )  i n  t h e  PT n e w s s t a n d  p r o g r a m .  

DES MOINES, IA--ROBERT L.  CLONINGER: Many of t h e  young s i n g l e s  
who h a v e  grown up  i n  God's  C h u r c h  are b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o u n s e l  f o r  
baptism. L a t e l y  o u r  PMs h a v e  b e e n  s o l i d ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  a f i r s t  
l o v e  and  e a g e r  to  l ea rn .  

FINDLAY, O H - - J I M  HAEFFELE: T h e  F i n d l a y  area u s e d  t o  be  v e r y  
p r o s p e r o u s ,  b u t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  h a v e  now 
c a u g h t  up w i t h  i t .  G r a d u a l l y ,  more b r e t h r e n  a re  b e i n g  l a i d  o f f  
t h e i r  jobs and  are u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  e v e n  minimum wage w o r k  f o r  a 
t e m p o r a r y  period of t i m e .  T h e  C h u r c h ,  i n  a number of cases, i s  
a l l  t h e y  h a v e  t o  l o o k  to  f o r  he lp  o n c e  t h e i r  b e n e f i t s  r u n  o u t .  

KANSAS C I T Y  (EAST), KS--RUSSELL DUKE:  I apprec ia ted  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  m e n ' s  c l u b s .  T h e  t h e m e  ideas add an e d u c a t i o n a l  
d i m e n s i o n  f o r  a l l .  We've had q u i t e  a n  i n f l u x  o f  PMs w i t h  some 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d .  Have  s p e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  g i v i n g  m a r i t a l  
c o u n s e l  w i t h  some marked  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  

TRENTON, NJ--VINCENT PANELLA: T h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  T r e n t o n  C h u r c h  
m e t  i n  b u r n e d  down i n  November. Had i t  happened  a month e a r l i e r  
w e  would h a v e  l o s t  a l l  o u r  e q u i p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l e c t u r n ,  
speaker a m p l i f i e r ,  chorale  r i s e r s ,  PT s t a n d s ,  e tc .  However,  
t h ree  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e ,  t h e  management  i n s i s t e d  w e  s t o r e  o u r  
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e q u i p m e n t  i n  a small  room i n  back  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  o n e  o f  t h e . o n l y  
rooms n o t  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  f i r e !  O u r  loss was s l i g h t - - o n e  
c a b i n e t  w i t h  some p a p e r s  i n  i t  and  a p i a n o .  God r e a l l y  p ro tec ted  
u s .  

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Readers Appreciate Free L i t e r a t u r e  

W e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e c e i v e  comments f rom readers  a n d  l i s t e n e r s  e x p r e s s i n g  
s t a r t l e d  su rp r i se  t h a t  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  f r ee .  Such  comments a s  
"you n e v e r  ask  f o r  money" a r e  a f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e .  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
t h e m  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  our o f f e r  is real .  T h o s e  w i t h  l i m i t e d  i n c o m e s  a r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  s u c h  h i g h - q u a l i t y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  come w i t h o u t  
c h a r g e .  A l t h o u g h  i t  is n o t  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  p o l i c y  t o  s o l i c i t  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  
f u n d s ,  i t  is e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  n o t e  t h e  numbers  who v o l u n t a r i l y  s e n d  i n  f ree-  
w i l l  o f f e r i n g s  to  h e l p  s u p p o r t  G o d ' s  W o r k .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  
some o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d .  

I want  t o  commend you f o r  w h a t  you a r e  d o i n g  t o  h e l p  h u m a n i t y  .... I e n j o y  y o u r  m a g a z i n e  v e r y  much b e c a u s e  i t  d e a l s  w i t h  v a r i e d  
sub jec t s  l i k e  f a m i l y ,  h e a l t h ,  s c i e n c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  w o r l d  a f f a i r s ,  
e t c .  What I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  is how you c a n  p u b l i s h  s u c h  a 
w o n d e r f u l  m a g a z i n e  and  n o t  c h a r g e  a n y t h i n g  for  i t .  

Mrs. F. (Hollywood, FL)  

Thank you  fo r  t h e  m a g a z i n e  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH--1 h a v e  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  
t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  i t .  I t  is c o m p l e t e l y  u n b i a s e d ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  world 
i n  w h i c h  most l o o k  o u t  f o r  number o n e ,  i t  is r e f r e s h i n g  t o  g e t  
s o m e t h i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  f r e e .  However,  I ' m  e n c l o s i n g  a c h e c k  t o  
he lp  you  i n  y o u r  m i n i s t r y  o f  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  Gospel. 

R .D.  ( B i s b e e ,  A Z )  

One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a s  made my l i f e  l i v a b l e  is t h e  g o s p e l  of 
J e s u s  C h r i s t .  A good s h a r e  of t h e  knowledge  I h a v e  comes f r o m  T h e  
PLAIN TRUTH and  y o u r  other  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  And you  h a v e  n e v e r  
a s k e d  for o n e  c e n t .  

J . B .  ( D e l a n d ,  F L )  

I want  to  s a y  t h a t  I ' n i  v e r y  impressed w i t h  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH; i t  h a s  
e n l i g h t e n e d  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  o n e  way or a n o t h e r .  We a l l  r e a d  i t  
and  apprec ia te  it so much. Even  t h o u g h  you a r e  t h e  o n l y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  beg  f o r  money, I f e e l  t h a t  God would  h a v e  m e  
s e n d  you  t h i s  c h e c k .  

Mrs. B.S. ( E l i z a b e t h t o n ,  T N )  

B l e s s  you  a t h o u s a n d f o l d  f o r  a l l  t h e  precious r e a d i n g  ma te r i a l s  
y o u ' v e  s e n t  m e  a l r e a d y .  Your m i n i s t r y  is  s u r e l y  o f  God--you 
n e v e r  a s k  f o r  a n y  money. So e n c l o s e d  is a check  to  p u t  towards 
t h e  L o r d ' s  m i n i s t r y  of t e a c h i n g  t h e  good news. 

R.M. (Hayward ,  CA)  

I l i k e  t h e  manner  i n  wh ich  you  m a k e  God ' s  Word a v a i l a b l e  to  
people. T h e r e  are  n o  s a l e s  of tapes  or other  r e l i g i o u s  mater ia l  
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h idden  between t h e  pages  of  t h e  magazine .  U s u a l l y  these items 
a r e  v e r y  c o s t l y .  

D . B .  ( B l o u n t v i l l e ,  'I") 

I t  is amazing t h a t  you  do n o t  ask f o r  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  fee .  I can 
e a s i l y  s a y  I ' v e  neve r  e n c o u n t e r e d  s u c h  an  o f f e r  before i n  my 
l i f e .  Someth ing  for  n o t h i n g ! ?  Unheard of i n  t h i s  world.  

M.P. ( J a c k s o n  H e i g h t s ,  NY) 

I have known f o r  a l o n g  time t h a t  I am supposed  to  g i v e  t e n  p e r -  
c e n t  o f  my e a r n i n g s ,  b u t  I have n o t  known who t o  g i v e  it to.  My 
g r a n d f a t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  t o  God ' s  W o r k .  Well, I 
have watched many c h u r c h  programs on  TV i n c l u d i n g  y o u r s .  I f e e l  
t h a t  my t e n  p e r c e n t  s h o u l d  go  to you because I h a v e  neve r  heard 
you ask f o r  a n y t h i n g .  

D.B.  ( B e l l o w s  F a l l s ,  VT) 

- -Richard  R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

P U S H I N G  JAPAN DOWN A DANGEROUS PATH How soon  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  i g n o r e  
t h e  l e s s o n s  of even  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y .  Who i n  1945 c o u l d  have  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  i n  l a t e  1982 American o f f i c i a l s  would be c a l l i n g  a p roposed  6 . 5 %  i n -  
crease i n  J a p a n e s e  m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g  " i n a d e q u a t e . "  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  U . S .  S t a t e  and Defense  D e p a r t m e n t s ,  i n  a j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  
on December 30 ,  1982 s a i d ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  h i k e  i n  J a p a n ' s  d e f e n s e  s p e n d i n g :  
" W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  more s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s  toward  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  s e l f -  
d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  p roposed  by t h e  J a p a n e s e  government  needs  to  be made.'' 

Echoing o f f i c i a l  d i s a p p r o v a l  of t h e  r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  i n  J a p a n e s e  d e f e n s e  
s p e n d i n g ,  a r e s o l u t i o n  was r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  U . S .  S e n a t e ,  
c o s p o n s o r e d  by 60 s e n a t o r s ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  J a p a n  t o  do more f o r  i t s  own d e f e n s e  
( a n d ,  o f  course to  buy more weapons from t h e  U.S.) .  A s imilar  r e s o l u t i o n  is  
pend ing  i n  t h e  house .  

T h e  U . S .  Defense  Depar tment  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  see J a p a n  e v e n t u a l l y  assume 
t h e  burden  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  i t s  v i t a l  sea l a n e s  u p  to  1 , 0 0 0  miles from t h e  
J a p a n e s e  coast . 
T h e  p r e s s u r e  is s u p e r f i c i a l l y  l o g i c a l ,  of course. J a p a n  h a s  had more or 
less a f r e e  r i de  on d e f e n s e  s i n c e  1945, s p e n d i n g  a n n u a l l y  l ess  t h a n  one  
p e r c e n t  of  i ts  Gross N a t i o n a l  P r o d u c t  on d e f e n s e ,  compared t o  about  6 .6% 
f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  T o  keep  J a p a n  p a c i f i e d  a f t e r  t h e  war, t h e  U . S .  
u n d e r t o o k  t h e  role  of  J a p a n ' s  d e f e n d e r .  Bu t  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  severe b a l a n c e -  
o f - t r a d e  d e f i c i t s  w i t h  J a p a n  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  no l o n g e r  
seems appropriate  on  t h e  surface.  

Then too, t h e  U . S .  h a s  been d rawing  down on i ts  S e v e n t h  F l e e t  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  to  t r a n s f e r  s t r e n g t h  to  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n / P e r s i a n  Gulf  r e g i o n s .  
Thus ,  U . S .  f o r c e s  a r e  s t r e t c h e d  t h i n  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  w h i l e  S o v i e t  F a r  E a s t  
s t r e n g t h  c o n t i n u e s  to  grow, w i t h  t h e  o b v i o u s  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  i n t i m i d a t i n g  t h e  
J a p a n e s e .  
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J a p a n ' s  d y n a m i c  new Pr ime M i n i s t e r  Y a s u h i r o  N a k a s o n e  appears t o  w a n t  t o  
p lease  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o n  t h e  d e f e n s e  s p e n d i n g  i s s u e .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  
a re  f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  h i s  own r u l i n g  L i b e r a l  Democratic P a r t y  t h a t  do n o t  
want  t o  see J a p a n  t a k e  a more a c t i v e  ro l e  m i l i t a r i l y  i n  Asia .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
i n  h i s  f i r s t  press  c o n f e r e n c e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a s s u m i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  of P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  l a s t  November 2 6 ,  Nakasone  s a i d ,  "1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  ou r  c o u n t r y ' s  
d e f e n s e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a d e q u a t e .  And I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a r g u m e n t  p u t  
forward by t h e  U . S .  a n d  i t s  E u r o p e a n  a l l i e s  t h a t  J a p a n  s h o u l d  i n c r e a s e  i ts  
m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g  now t h a t  i t  h a s  become a g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  power." 

Mr. Nakasone  does h a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  f rom w i t h i n  t h e  LDP for  a 
m i l i t a r i l y  s t r o n g e r  J a p a n .  L a s t  s p r i n g ,  a t  a b o u t  t h e  time t h a t  D e f e n s e  
S e c r e t a r y  Casper W e i n b e r g e r  v i s i t e d  J a p a n  t o  u r g e  a b i g  i n c r e a s e  i n  m i l i -  
t a r y  s p e n d i n g ,  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  p r o m i n e n t  J a p a n e s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  58  members of 
p a r l i a m e n t ,  demanded a r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Japanese -U.S .  s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y ,  w h i c h  
g o e s  back to 1 9 5 2  ( a n d  amended somewha t  i n  1 9 6 0 ) .  

D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r e a t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a " s t a i n  o n  our n a t i o n a l  p r ide , "  t h e  
g r o u p  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  i t  was " i n e x c u s a b l e  f o r  J a p a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e l y  o n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  and  ca l led  for a v a s t  e x p a n s i o n  of m i l i t a r y  forces .  
Same members u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  no-war c l a u s e  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  be e l i m i n -  
a t e d ,  a n d  e v e n  broached t h e  u l t ima te  taboo by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  J a p a n  a c q u i r e  
n u c l e a r  weapons .  

Down t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  Mr. N a k a s o n e ,  w h i l e  no  m i l i t a r i s t ,  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  
s a i d  t h a t  J a p a n ' s  U.S.-composed post-war c o n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  be c h a n g e d  i n  
order to  g i v e  l e g i t i m a c y  t o  t h e . m i l i t a L - y  f o r c e s  J a p a n  a l r e a d y  h a s .  A r t i c l e  
N i n e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  " J a p a n  w i l l  n e v e r  m a i n t a i n  l a n d ,  sea  
a n d  a i r  forces, as w e l l  as o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r c e s  f o r  war." T h i s ,  o f  
course,  is t o t a l l y  o u t  o f  da te ,  J a p a n  l o n g  h a v i n g  possessed l a n d ,  sea a n d  
a i r  " s e l f - d e f e n s e "  f o r c e s .  I n  f a c t ,  J a p a n  a l r e a d y  is  t h e  w o r l d ' s  e i g h t h -  
r a n k e d  m i l i t a r y  power. 

T h u s ,  by force of e v e n t s ,  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  is a power i n  de- 
c l i n e  and  J a p a n  is s t i l l  o n  t h e  way u p ,  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  power r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h e  U . S .  and  J a p a n  a n d  b e t w e e n  J a p a n  a n d  i t s  A s i a n  n e i g h b o r s  seems 
i n e v i t a b l e .  B u t  t he re  is ,  n o t e s  R o n a l d  S t ee l ,  a " p o l i t i c a l  p r i c e  to  p a y "  
fo r  t h e  c h a n g e  America seems to  w a n t .  I n  t h e  December 1 6 ,  1 9 8 2  INTERNATION- 
AL HERALD TRIBUNE, S t ee l  w r i t e s :  

Amer ican  t a x p a y e r s  h a v e  e v e r y  r e a s o n  to  a sk  why, 37 y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e  end  o f  t h e  war, t h e y  are  s t i l l  p a y i n g  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  a 
c o u n t r y  t h a t  is t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  e c o n o m i c  c h a l l e n g e r  and  o b v i o u s l y  
h a s  t h e  means  to p a y  i t s  m i l i t a r y  b i l l s .  A l l  t h i s  m a k e s  e c o n o m i c  
s e n s e .  

B u t  t h e r e  is a p o l i t i c a l  p r ice  t o  =--one w h i c h  Amer ican  
o f f i c i a l s  - are  c u r i o u s l y  u n a w a r e  of. I f  J a p a n  s t a r t s  r e a r m i n g  i n  
a b i g  way, i t  w i l l  n o t  l e t  i t s  d i p l o m a c y  be made i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  
I t  w i l l  s t a r t  m a k i n g  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  i n f l u e n c e  f e l t  
t h r o u g h o u t  A s i a ,  a s  most A s i a n s  f e a r ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  f a r  less w i l l -  

- -  - - 

i n g  t o  t a k e  i t s  c u e s  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n .  I t  means  t h e  e n d  of t h e  
-- k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  America --- h a s  had  w i t h J a p a n  s i n c e  1945. 

---- 

T h i s  is t h e  p r i ce  f o r  p u s h i n g  J a p a n  to  rearm. I t  may be a n  un- 
a v o i d a b l e  p r i c e ,  for t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  is  a c o n t i n u e d  m i l i t a r y  
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protec torsh ip  t h a t  t h e  Amer ican  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  s u s t a i n  w i t h o u t  
e c o n o m i c  s a c r i f i c e .  - - -__. -  is n o t  wha t  A m e r i c a n  o f f i c i a l s  baa B u t  t h i s  
- _ L _  i n  mind when t h e y  p r o d d e d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t o  i n c r e a s e  m i l i t a r y  
s p e n d i n g .  J u d g i n g  by t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of e v e n t s  i n  Tokyo ,  t h e y  may 
now h a v e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  problems of t h e i r  d r e a m  come t r u e .  

Leaders i n  A s i a  who a r e  o l d  enough  t o  remember t h e  c r u e l  y e a r s  of J a p a n e s e  
imperialism a re  a l so  w a r n i n g  W a s h i n g t o n - - s e e m i n g l y  t o  no  a v a i l - - o f  t h e  con- 
s e q u e n c e s  o f  i t s  " l o g i c a l "  a c t i o n .  Note t h i s  d i s p a t c h  wh ich  moved o v e r  our 
UP1 t e l e t y p e  o n  December 2 9 ,  1982 :  

------ - --- 

M a n i l a ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  ( U P I )  --Carlos Romulo, a world s t a t e s m a n  who 
boasts o f  b e i n g  t h e  o l d e s t  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  on  e a r t h ,  had  a f e w  
words of f a t h e r l y  a d v i c e  Wednesday f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  a n d  
J a p a n :  D o n ' t  i g n o r e  h i s t o r y .  I n  a n  e x c l u s i v e  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  UPI, 
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  s a i d  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  was making  
a s e r i o u s  mistake by p u s h i n g  J a p a n  to  b e e f  u p  its m i l i t a r y  m i g h t  
a n d  J a p a n  was e q u a l l y  wrong t o  l i s t e n .  

"Those  w h o  i g n o r e  h i s t o r y  t e n d  to  become i ts  v i c t i m s , "  s a i d  
Romulo, who s e r v e d  as  Gen. D o u g l a s  M a c A r t h u r ' s  a ide-de-camp i n  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  d u r i n g  World War 11. H e  t u r n s  84 i n  J a n u a r y .  
" I ' v e  always s a i d  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  s h o u l d  be  v e r y  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  
m a k i n g  J a p a n  i t s  s u r r o g a t e  fo r  t h e  d e f e n s e  of t h e  P a c i f i c , "  s a i d  
Rom u l o  . 

- - -  - 

The U n i t e d  S ta tes  is p r e s s i n g  J a p a n  to  t a k e  o n  t h e  t a s k  o f  
d e f e n d i n g  s e a l a n e s  e x t e n d i n g  1 , 0 0 0  n a u t i c a l  miles  from t h e  Japan- 
ese coast a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  i t s  m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g .  

"The  J a p a n e s e  are a v e r y  d e t e r m i n e d  people, t h e y  h a v e  b r a i n s , "  
s a i d  Romulo. " A t  t h e  e n d  o f  World War 11, n o  o n e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
J a p a n  would become t h e  f o r e m o s t  e c o n o m i c  power i n  t h e  world--but 
t h e y  are .  I f  you q i v e . t h e m  t h e  c h a n c e  to become a m i l i t a r y  power 
- - t h e y  - will-become a m i l i t a r y  power." H e  s a i d  tEe U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
was e n c o u r a g i n g  J a p a n e s e  d e f e n s e  s p e n d i n g  b e c a u s e  "America does 
n o t  want  to  pay t h e  piper." 

-- 

" A l l  c o u n t r i e s  see n o  harm i f  J a p a n  h a s  t o  d e f e n d  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  
Communism--but do t h e y  need o f f e n s i v e  a r m s ? "  a sked  R o m u l o .  "We 
m u s t  be c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n y  a g g r e s s i v e  d e s i g n s . .  .or 
a n o t h e r  c o - p r o s p e r i t y  s p h e r e .  B a c k  i n  1918,  I t o ld  my A m e r i c a n  
classmates ( a t  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y )  t o  b e w a r e  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a n d  
my A m e r i c a n  classmates s a i d  t h o s e  jokers w o u l d n ' t  d a r e , '  'I s a i d  
R o m u l o .  " W e l l ,  t h e y  d a r e d  a n d  P e a r l  H a r b o r  is t h e  w i t n e s s . "  

Romulo, o n e  of t h e  l a s t  s u r v i v i n g  f r a m e r s  a n d  s i g n a t o r i e s  of t h e  
1 9 4 6  U . N .  C h a r t e r ,  s a i d  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  J a p a n e s e  a t t e m p t s  t o  re- 
write h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s  c o v e r i n g  i ts ro l e  i n  Wor ld  War I1 "a bad  
omen." H e  termed " v e r y  d a n g e r o u s "  r epor t s  t h a t  some J a p a n e s e  
wan t  to  amend t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  c l a u s e  b a h n i n g  t h e  
u s e  o f  war as a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .  
is on t h e  wal l  for  us t o  r e a d  'I s a i d  Romulo. 

"The  - h a n d w r i t i n g  
-------- 
T h e  P h i l i p p i n e  d i p l o m a t ,  who h a s  b e e n  awarded most o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  
major h o n o r s  and  d e c o r a t i o n s  from t h e  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  ( 1 9 4 2 )  t o  
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t h e  p u r p l e  h e a r t ,  sa id  h e  w o u l d  a i r  h i s  f ea r s  when J a p a n e s e  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  Y a s u h i r o  N a k a s o n e  v i s i t e d  Man i l a  n e x t  May. Romulo  s a i d  
h e  c o n v e y e d  t h e  same f e a r s  t o  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  
t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  l eader  " s a i d  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  o u r  f e a r s  b u t  t h e n  
s a i d  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r "  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

R e c e n t  new r e v e l a t i o n s  of b r u t a l  J a p a n e s e  d i s e a s e  a n d  human e n d u r a n c e  
e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r  d u r i n g  J a p a n ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  of 
M a n c h u r i a  i n  t h e  1930s h a v e  c a u s e d  A s i a n  n a t i o n s  t o  h o i s t  u p  a f e w  more 
w a r n i n g  s i g n a l s  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  "Proceed w i t h  u t m o s t  c a u t i o n "  J a p a n '  s 
n e i g h b o r s  seem to  be s a y i n g .  B u t  W a s h i n g t o n  i s n ' t  p a y i n g  much a t t e n t i o n .  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  B u r e a u  


